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1. HAITIAN OFFICIALS, INTELLIGENTSIA, AND PRESS CIRCLES HAVE BEEN 
UNUSUALLY RECEPTIVE TO NEW U.S. INITIATIVES PROPOSED BY 
SECRETARY KISSINGER SEPTEMBER 1 AT 7TH SPECIAL SESSION. I GAVE 
INDIVIDUAL BRIEFINGS TO KEY CABINET MEMBERS, WHO WERE IMPRESSED 
WITH SCOPE, SPECIFICITY AND REALISM OF U.S. PROPOSALS. I ALSO 
GAVE TWO-HOUR SEMINAR FOR MEDIA REPRESENTATIVES, DISTRIBUTING 
FRENCH TRANSLATION OF THE COMPREHENSIVE QUESTION-AND-ANSWER PAPER 
PREPARED IN DEPT FOR USUN USE. 

2. HAITIAN MEDIA REACTION WAS ESPECIALLY NOTEWORTHY IN VIEW OF 
THEIR CUSTOMARY PRACTICE OF VIRTUALLY IGNORING COMPLEX SUBJECTS 
AND MATTERS WHICH DO NOT HAVE READILY VISIBLE IMPACT ON 

HAITI. SEMINAR EVOKED SERIES OF PENETRATING QUESTIONS (ALSO 
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QUOTING EXTENSIVELY FROM WRITTEN MATERIAL, AND TWO OR THREE 
EDITORIALS, ANOTHER AREA SELDOM USED BY HAITIAN PRESS TO 
EXPLORE SUBJECTS AT ISSUE. THE REACTION SHOWED KEEN 
INTEREST IN THE PROPOSALS AND REFLECTED A NEW NOTE OF 
ENCOURAGEMENT AS TO THE CONSEQUENCES FOR HAITI OF A NEW 
INTERNATIONAL CONSENSUS ON DC/LDC RELATIONS. ALTHOUGH AWARE 
THAT NO IMMEDIATE BENEFITS FOR HAITI WILL RESULT, THEY SEEMED 
TO APPRECIATE FACT THAT A FRAMEWORK HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED WHICH 
WILL STIMULATE ACTION ON HAITI'S PROBLEMS. IN OTHER WORDS, 

THEY CONCLUDED THAT THINGS ARE LOOKING UP FOR ONLY LA MEMBER 
OF FOURTH WORLD. 

3. INTELLECTUAL CIRCLES ALSO SEEMED TO APPRECIATE BOTH U.S. 
LEADERSHIP IN TAKING THE INITIATIVE AND THE SPECIFIC CONTENT OF 
U.S. PROPOSALS. FOR EXAMPLE, HAITI'S SINGLE PRESS MAVERICK, 

THE LEFTIST WEEKLY PETIT SAMEDI SOIR (P.S.S.) MOMENTARILY 
OVERCAME ITS ANTI-USG BIAS AND PRAISED SECRETARY KISSINGER 
FOR A NEWLY CONCILIATORY AND CONSTRUCTIVE ATTITUDE TOWARD THE 
THIRD WORLD. CLAIMING THAT SO FAR THE USG FORMULAS CONSTITUTE 
THE ONLY PRACTICAL PROPOSALS PUT FORTH BY A LEADING INDUSTRIALIZED 
NATION, P.S.S. PREDICTED THEY WOULD PUMP NEW BLOOD INTO THE 
USG’S WORLD LEADERSHIP ROLE. 

4. AS A RULE, HAITIAN GOVERNMENT MILDLY SUPPORTS U.S. 

INITIATIVES IN ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL AREAS, AND HAS NO DESIRE 

TO SUPPORT RADICAL PROPOSALS WHICH WOULD LEAD TO CONFRONTATION 
OR TO A POSSIBILITY THAT U.S. WOULD ABANDON ITS LEADERSHIP ROLE. 
HOWEVER, HAITIAN DELEGATES ARE FREQUENTLY NEITHER AS WELL 
INFORMED NOR AS ENERGETIC AS THOSE OF OTHER NATIONS. ACCORDINGLY, 
KEY TO OBTAINING FIRST THEIR ATTENTION AND THEN THEIR SUPPORT IS 
TO INSURE THAT CABINET MINISTERS IN PORT-AU-PRINCE ARE KEPT 
INFORMED OF MOVEMENT ON IMPORTANT PROPOSALS. THE "QUESTIONS 
AND ANSWERS" PREPARED IN DEPT AND RELEASED BY USUN PROVED 
PARTICULARLY USEFUL HERE, AND IN TRANSLATION MIGHT BE SUITABLE FOR 
OTHER POSTS. SIMILAR BRIEFING MATERIAL ON STEPS BEING TAKEN TO 
IMPLEMENT U.S. PROPOSALS WILL BE USEFUL IN THE FUTURE AS I 
CONTINUE MY DIALOGUE WITH MINISTERS AND MEDIA. 
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